The Design and Construction of the Memorial

The Stony Stratford War Memorial - unveiled 21 June 1920
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The War Memorial unveiling ceremony, 21st June 1920

The War Memorial shortly after completion, before the wrought-iron
gates and stone-walled entrance were completed.

Nov. 5th 1914
“I am writing to thank you for the parcel which I received. I don’t get much
time for writing now, we’re fighting day and night. I think it is getting worse.
We have got about half the Regiment left. Sunday was our hardest fighting day.
O how I think of the days gone by and our pleasant Sundays at home, and now
every minute might be my last. Don’t send me anything out - only the other day
I saw a lot of poor fellows had to run away and leave everything behind. Some
had to throw away their kit to save themselves. All round me men are being
killed, and I don’t know how I manage to escape - at times it seems impossible
to live. I haven’t had time to get a wash now for over a week. Some days it
takes us all our time to eat our bit of food. We have to dig holes in the
ground to get out of the way of the heavy shell fire. I am not going to tell you
what is happening around me for it is too awful to mention. My nerves are all
shattered. In my Company we haven’t an officer left.”

The memorial was designed by the architect Cecil Greenwood Hare (1875-1932)
who was GF Bodley’s partner from 1906. His work was predominantly ecclesiastical
and included a number of war memorials - such as the Grade II listed crosses at Castle
Donington (1921), Walford (1925), Tutbury (1920) and the Bedfordshire Regiment
cross for the Duke of Bedford (1919) at Ampthill. He was also played a part in the
design of the chancel of St Mary and St Giles Church in Stony Stratford (1928).
Messrs. Woodbridge and Simpson were responsible for building the memorial, and
the Garden of Remembrance which was laid out in 1922.

In the aftermath of the First World War, the people of Britain needed a focus
for their grief, loss and pride. War memorials were erected across the land and
in Stony Stratford various options were considered, including a library and clock
chimes. After some deliberation, a cross was selected to be sited on Horsefair Green.
The foundation stone was laid in May 1920 and the final unveiling by Lord Cottesloe
took place on 21 June 1920. The cost of £360 was met by public subscription.
These names on the memorial - 92 from the First World War, and 18 from
the Second World War - represent teenagers, young and middle-aged men who long
ago walked the streets of Stony Stratford enjoying family life in our country town,
before answering the country’s call to fight in two World Wars - leaving, and never
returning home.

Private Arthur Adkins Pittam - died 14th May 1915
These extracts are from letters received by the family of Private Pittam
a few months after he was called up in August 1914.

Constructed from Doulting stone, at a height of six metres, the simple yet striking
cross and plinth is a familiar and well-loved landmark in the Stony Stratford
streetscape. The two main panels carry the names of 92 soldiers, sailors and airmen
from this area who died in the First World War. In October 1950, a further plaque
was unveiled by Major W. Scott-Evan of the Bucks British Legion, in honour of
the 18 men who gave their lives in the Second World War.

Nov. 23rd 1914
“I can never tell what I have been through this last month. We have been hard
put to it - a case of do or die. The casualties of this Regiment are about ---, how I escaped I do not know. All the officers have disappeared. I wouldn’t be
an officer for any money. The last place we were at we were fighting the Prussian
Guards, and they were giants. I felt like a boy by the side of them. All my old
comrades have gone. I cannot tell you of all the hardships I have gone through.
I’ve helped the wounded, and I’ve buried the dead. I have seen men and horses
blown to pieces …… (censored); got in our trench and had to stick there until
it was dark, and then creep out and get our food and water, but we have left
the trenches now, and have come back to be refitted and to make up our strength,
so we are having a little rest, but not for long, I’m afraid. When we go into
action there seems no hope, we have to bury ourselves to escape the shell fire.”

The War Memorial was made using Doulting Stone which comes
from a limestone quarry at Doulting, on the Mendip Hills, Somerset.
The quarry, which is still in use today, has been producing building stone
since Roman times.

Employed at the Wolverton
Carriage Works, Private
Pittam, a Reservist, was called
up on August 5th 1914, but
six days after rejoining his
regiment, and before he left
England, he received the news
of his wife’s death in childbirth,
indirectly caused it seems by
the shock of him having to
leave.
Apart from a few hours in
March, spent with his relatives
at Stony Stratford, he was
continuously engaged on active
service, taking part in all the
major battles. However, during
the famous charge of Aubers
Ridge on May 9th he was
badly wounded in the chest
and arm. He died five days
later in a French field hospital.
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Cavalry horses trooping down the High Street.

Market Square: Horses from farms in the area
being collected for use in the war.

Thanks to the Milton Keynes (Stony Stratford) Lions Club
for help and support in this important anniversary year.
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